
Friends of Colmore 

Minutes of meeting 27th April 2011, 8pm, Red Lion 

Present: Kate Hanvey (Chair) Becky Reilly (Vice Chair), Nicola Collins (Secretary), Angela 

Johnson(Treasurer), Carol Fox, Bethan, Rob, Tasha Bowler  

Apologies: Alix Etheridge 

1. Balance Sheet (see attached): Angela noted that £2000 for the Year 1 outdoor area had not 

yet been transferred to the Infants, we are waiting for them to let us know they are ready 

for it. We have not yet had a quote from the Juniors for the sound system for the new hall, 

or a request form for it.  

 

2. Quiz: was a big success. Tickets sold out and the fish and chips worked well. Total raised was 

£437.58, £100 up on the previous quiz.  

 

3. New Intake Event: provisional date for this is July 9th. Kate is waiting for confirmation from 

Simon that this is OK. The event is planned to be themed as a Teddy Bear’s Picnic, with 

families bringing their own picnic.  

 

Carol said that there is a meeting about the new intake coming up, so she’ll find out when 

the info packs go out.  

 

4. Funding Request : from Giles Hughes / Juniors for £200 for medals for the Juniors Sports Day 

has been received and was approved.  

 

5. Easter Project: it was agreed that we would set a deadline of half term for these forms 

(which ask for ideas for what we should raise money for) to be returned. Kate has made 

posting boxes for both schools and will put a reminder in the newsletter.  

 

6. Summer Fair: It was agreed that since offering an iPod as a prize for the Christmas raffle 

worked so well, we will offer a main prize of an Xbox or similar for the Summer raffle.  

 

It was agreed that we will also experiment with the ‘Lowest Bid’ Auction idea previously 

discussed. Kate will contact the school to get agreement for this. It can be run alongside the 

main raffle.  

 

We will also run a tombola, a bottle tombola and a sweet tombola, for which we will need 

donations.  

 

Meals for two – this feature is always very popular but we need to get the meals donated by 

local restaurants. Kate will put a request in the newsletter in case any parents are able to 

help, and also do some phoning round.  

 

Other stalls – Angela has a list of stalls from last year, but there was some discussion of new 



ideas that we might trial this year. Bethan will get some more info on the Krispy Kreme stall 

that came to the summer fair at the school where she works. As a charity we are also eligible 

to order donuts through Krispy Kreme’s fundraising scheme, which we can then sell for a 

profit.  

 

Last year ice creams were sold from the dining hall freezer, this may be difficult this year in 

the absence of a school kitchen, but this is certainly more profitable than inviting an ice 

cream van to attend the fair, so we will look at various options for selling ice creams 

ourselves. We could also make and sell our own popcorn, with the machine we already own, 

and possibly also buy or hire a candy floss machine. We normally get a lot of cakes donated 

for sale on the day, but if we want to channel spending into our donut / ice cream / popcorn 

/ candy floss enterprise, we might want to ask people to donate tombola prizes instead.  

 

Rob also suggested that selling fruit punch might be more ‘summer fair’ than tea and coffee, 

and could be prepared in advance. We will arrange a license to allow us to sell Pimms.  

 

We also discussed the relatively small donations we had from the company who provided 

the bouncy castle last year. Becky will investigate whether there are any more profitable 

ways we can do this.  

 

7. Car Boot Sale: Carol said she would put a list up in the staff room asking for volunteers to 

shake a bucket on the gate. Kate has other admin in hand, Nicola will send out letters and 

number badges once all the pitches are sold.  

 

The date of the next car boot was agreed as June 12th. We will start advertising this as soon 

as the May one is over.  

 

8. Next Quiz: Kate will ask Sandra Swain if and when they would like to run the next quiz. We 

would aim for a date towards the end of term.  

 

9. Disco: Sandra Swain has also suggested running a kids disco, possibly with separate sessions 

for infants and juniors. We could run this as a Halloween event, although it might have to be 

billed as an ‘autumn disco’. 

 

10. Bethan outlined how successful the ‘Bags for Schools’ scheme had been at the school where 

she works. Families filled bags with old textiles, which were collected from the school on the 

day they were brought in, raising £500. Bethan will do some more research, as this would be 

a more profitable, less time consuming alternative to the jumble sale.  

 

Next meeting: Tuesday 24th May, 8pm, Red Lion 


