
Friends of Colmore 

Minutes of meeting 21st June 2011, 8pm, Red Lion 

Present: Kate Hanvey (Chair) Becky Reilly (Vice Chair), Nicola Collins (Secretary), Angela 

Johnson(Treasurer), Deb Laslett, Vikki Pearce, Julie, Kuraishya  

Apologies: Rob Jones, Tasha Bowler, Clare Walsh 

The main point of discussion at the meeting was the Summer Fair this Sunday: 

 

1. Volunteers: Most arrangements are in hand but we are still chronically short of volunteers 

to help run the stalls, games, shake buckets etc. Bucket shaking is the single biggest-

grossing activity at the fair, but at the moment we have no-one to do this.  

 

We sent a sign up form home with every newsletter on Friday, but so far this has only 

generated one volunteer.  

 

Julie commented that many people are reluctant to sign up because when they’ve helped in 

the past they’ve ended up running the stall all day, but pointed out that this is only the case 

because of the shortage of volunteers.  

 

2. Teachers: Vikki very kindly offered to  

- Put a sign up sheet in the Junior staff room to let Junior teachers know what help we 

need.  

- Reward Junior pupils with house points if they brought in a tombola donation or 

persuaded a parent or other relative to volunteer to help at the fair. 

- Get a flyer Kate will prepare photocopied and distributed in the Junior School on Weds 22nd 

to appeal for volunteers and tombola prizes.  

- Get the Junior teachers to put their whiteboards out in the playground on Weds 22nd 

appealing for donations. She clarified that although the school is closed to pupils on Friday, it 

would be possible for parents to drop donations off during the day as school will be open.  

 

3. Yr 6 Apprentice: We’re not sure exactly what is planned for the Yr 6 stalls, but Deb reported 

that her son’s class are busy making cakes. None of the classes have so far requested the 

£25 ‘investment’ we offered them.  

 

4. 2nd Hand Bikes: Vikki has arranged for the people who sell 2nd hand bikes to come along on 

Sunday, and she will also run a Bike It stall.  

 

5. Games: The various ideas we had for games were, for practical reasons, whittled down to: 

- Sock Lucky Dip (need washing line, pegs, socks) 

- Panning for Gold (need drawers from Music Room storage & sand) 

- Hook a Duck (need paddling pool & nets) 

- Bananas in Monkey’s Mouth 

 



6. Music: unfortunately there will not be any music at the fair this year, as neither the school 

choir, nor the bassoon choir are available.  

 

7. Pimms: is being offered this year as a complementary drink to anyone who enters a ‘love 

heart raffle’. Via a promotion on the bottles of Pimms we have got five branded jugs, strings 

of bunting and sets of stirrers. Kate has purchased the lemonade but we will need to buy ice. 

We will also be selling Krispy Kreme doughnuts alongside the Pimms.  

 

8. Ice Cream: Nicola’s husband Neil has purchased a freezer on our behalf on eBay, which 

Nicola and Kate have installed in the music room in the playground. Kate will buy the ice 

creams.  

 

AOB 

 

- New Intake Event: Nicola noted that we have decided not to go ahead with the idea of 

the Teddy Bear’s Picnic for new intake children and their parents, given a lack of time and 

resources. We still hope to do something for them in September, but need to establish 

contact with the Infants team responsible for the new intake.  

 

- Colmore Pledge: We are getting informal feedback that some parents new to the school in 

Sept 2010 thought that the Colmore Pledge forms filled in had something to do with Friends 

of Colmore. We wondered if it is possible for us to see these forms and glean info about 

parents who could help us, but it’s not obvious who to approach about this.  

 

- Storage Space: We used to have a shed behind the community room where we could store 

all our ‘stuff’. Some is currently in the playground pavilion; some is in Kate’s loft. We really 

need a permanent home when the building work is finished. Vikki might be able to secure us 

a sort of shelter to go in the playground, or we could ask for space in the new community 

room that should eventually go where the temporary classroom is currently located.  

 

- Support: There was some discussion of the struggle we are having to get enough help 

running events, and the very disheartening effect this is having on those involved on an 

ongoing basis.  

 

On the positive side, our events are generally well attended, but given the very large size of 

the two schools put together, it is hard to account for the fact that we have had only handful 

of people come forward to help at the Summer Fair. 

 

Suggestions for improving things for the future included having ‘sign up stalls’ in the 

playground after school to put the opportunity to volunteer right in front of parents, and 

finding ways to harvest parents email addresses. Photocopying sheets to go on the back of 

the newsletter is very time consuming, uses a lot of paper and garners very little response. 

Emails are much quicker to prepare, and can be sent more frequently. Although we’d never 



have all parents’ email addresses, those who give their address would by definition be more 

inclined to help out.  

 

- Meetings Next Term: Mrs Millard mentioned to Becky that if we let her know the dates of 

future meetings, she’ll try to make sure a member of staff always comes along. To make it 

easier for everyone, we plan to set all meeting dates for next term in advance, so that 

people can get them in their diaries.  

 

- Future Events: We are still planning a quiz for July, the rescheduled carboot sale on July 

10th, a new intake event in September, the 2011 AGM, autumn / Christmas discos for the 

Infants and Juniors respectively and the Christmas Fair.  

 

 

Next meeting: Tuesday 5th July, 8pm, Red Lion 


