
Colmore PTA 

Minutes of meeting 5th July 2011, 8pm, Red Lion 

Present: Kate Hanvey (Chair) Becky Reilly (Vice Chair), Nicola Collins (Secretary), Angela 

Johnson(Treasurer), Sarah Gold, Kathryn Marsh 

 

1. Summer Fair: Feedback can be summarised as follows: 

a. Grouping the stalls and games more closely together would create more of an 

atmosphere and encourage people to visit all the stalls. 

b. More signs and a plan of the event would make it easier for people to find 

everything. We could even create a ‘treasure hunt’ to encourage children to get 

round all the stalls.  

c. We should include some Mini Milks in the range of ice creams we sell next year, as 

these are suitable for those with nut allergies.  

d. After the meeting we heard via Julie that people felt there should have been more 

games; this was down to a shortage of volunteers, but we are considering getting 

Year 5 to run the games instead.   

e. The fair can be shorter i.e 2.5hrs, and start later in the day i.e. 2pm, to make it an 

afternoon out, and a more suitable time for Pimms! 

f. Pimms stall was too out of the way. Having some seating around the Pimms, and 

possibly kegs of real ale as an alternative, would increase its appeal.  

g. Year 6 Apprentice – we haven’t had any feedback from year 6 about how much they 

raised, but on reflection this year group may be too busy at this time of year to really 

get into this project. We could consider inviting Year 5 to do this instead.  

 

2. Name Change: The decision was finalised to change the name of the organisation from 

‘Friends of Colmore’ to ‘Colmore PTA’. This name is more obvious, more what people would 

expect it to be called and more inclusive.  

a. Angela will get the name changed with the bank, Charities Commission and NCPTA. 

b. We need to contact Chris Eden to ask him to update the school websites with the 

new name. 

c. Nicola will change the name on our own website.  

d. Nicola can set up a Twitter feed in the new name, to allow us to promote the event 

and connect with other local organisations.  

e. Nicola will contact About My Area B14 to let them know of the change.  

f. Sarah and Catherine said they would set up a Facebook page to help us connect and 

communicate with more parents.  

 

 

3. Colmore Pledges: Deb M has said we can go through this year and last year’s Colmore 

Pledges to see if there are parents who have expressed an interest in being involved with 

CPTA. Nicola and Kate need to arrange this with her.  

 



4. Text to Donate / Just Giving: Nicola outlined the ‘’JustTextGiving’ scheme being run by 

Vodafone and Just Giving, which will allow us to collect donations via text message for free. 

It was agreed Nicola would register us for the scheme.  

 

5. Car Boot Sale: Arrangements for the car boot sale which took place on July 10th were 

discussed.   

 

6. Quiz Friday July 15th: Arrangements were discussed. Angela will order the food when we 

have the final numbers, Kate will check we have enough cutlery etc. Ticket sales have been a 

bit slow so far but will probably pick up. However, we may choose to review whether this is 

a good time of year to hold a quiz, depending on how this one goes.  

 

7. New Parent Coffee Morning: Although we couldn’t go ahead with the Teddy Bear’s Picnic, 

we still felt that it would be nice to have a ‘welcome’ event for new parents, primarily as a 

social event, but also to encourage new parents to get involved. As current nursery parents, 

Sarah and Kathryn strongly supported this idea. It was agreed that we’d have a coffee 

morning on September 10th, 10.30am to 12 noon. Kate will prepare a flyer which Kathryn 

and Sarah can hand out at the Stay and Plays on Weds 13th.  

 

8. Year 1 Outdoor Area: We are a bit unsure what is happening with this project, as we have 

allocated the funding and the cheque has been cashed, but the project is obviously not going 

to be completed this school year as originally planned. Kate and Becky will try to find out 

what’s happening.  

 

9. Gina Cottrill: has written thanking us for the funding for the Carribbean day, which went 

really well. She is also having a fundraiser to help provide school meals for children in a 

school in Belize. We have agreed to lend the roll a penny and banana game for this, but she 

was also asking what our plans are for the toys leftover from the Summer Fair as she could 

have used them. However, we have already earmarked these for the Bear Raffle at the 

Christmas Fair, and also need to consider our obligation to use all the donations we receive 

for the purposes of the charity.  

 

10. Parent Email Addresses: The benefits of collecting parents email addresses were discussed. 

At the moment, the photocopied sheets we regularly prepare to send home with the school 

newsletter generate very little response but use up a lot of time and paper. A rough 

estimate is that Kate has spent 24 hours photocopying this year, and used well over 5000 

sheets of paper. It was agreed we would encourage parents to sign up to our secure mailing 

list, and that once we have around 200 emails, we would rely on this for all communication 

on top of what we put in the school newsletter. Nicola will prepare a paragraph on this for 

the school newsletter.  

 

11. Bags for School: Bethan has agreed to organise this fundraiser, where parents send in bags 

filling with old clothing and linens on a specified day, and the company collects them and 

pays per kilo. The rate we get is much better than what we got to get rid of the large 



quantity of leftovers we had from the last jumble sale, and the scheme requires much less 

time and effort on our part than a jumble sale.  

 

12. 100 Club: Alison Spicer has suggested a 100 club as low-effort fundraiser. It was agreed we 

need a volunteer to run this, so Kate will put a request in the next newsletter. We could also 

see if any of the Junior school classes would run it as a project.  

 

13. Easter Project: Responses this were fairly sparse, but the strongest idea was definitely the 

suggestion that we provide shaded areas in the playground, as well as repairing the drinking 

fountains. Kate needs to arrange a meeting with the deputy heads to get their views on this 

idea so that we can move ahead with creating a plan.  

 

14. Year Reps / Class Reps: We discussed introducing a system of year and / or class reps, who 

would be able to spread the word about what we’re up to among other parents with 

children in the same year / class.  

 

15. Storage: We have an ongoing problem with storage, or lack of. Kate has emailed both 

schools outlining the problem, but no response so far.  

 

16. Events Next Term: 

 

a. 10th September: New Parent Coffee Morning 

b. 25th September: Car Boot Sale 

c. 21st October: Pamper Evening 

d. 3rd December: Christmas Fair 

e. 9th December: Juniors Christmas Disco  

f. Date TBC: Quiz 

g. Date TBC: Curry Night at Rahuni’s 

 

17. Meetings Next Term: 

a. Thursday 29th September AGM, 7pm, in school 

b. Weds 2nd November, 8pm, Red Lion 

c. Weds 23rd November, 8pm, Red Lion 

d. Tues 13th December, 8pm, Red Lion 

 

 

Next meeting:  

AGM Thursday 29th September, 7pm, in school 


