
Colmore PTA 

Minutes of meeting held 2nd May 2012
 
Present: Kate Hanvey (Chair), Becky Reilly (Vice Chair), Angela Johnson (Treasurer), Nicola 
Collins (Secretary), Rob Jones, Gill, Karen, 
 
Apologies: Rayna McCleary
 
 
1. Year 1 Forest Skills Course - Karen reported this went really and was oversubscribed. 
 
2. Infants School PTA liaison is now Carol Fox as Alison Spicer is on secondment.
 
3. Thanks were given to Karen and Rayna for doing such a great job of organising the Infants 
Disco just before Easter. The timing seemed to be really good and £401 was raised. 
 
4. Just Text Giving - Nicola will check if we’ve received anything. (Answer: 2 donations, total 
£7)
 
5. Thanks were given to Rob for organising the Car Boot, which raised £568. Rob expressed 
severe concern over safety issues that arose on the day, and said he would not be happy to 
organise another one without some change to the format. Lack of consideration on the part of 
drivers coming into the staff car park caused several ‘near misses’ with pedestrians who were 
all using the Grove Rd Gate, since shortage of volunteers meant all other gates were closed. 
 
A proposed solution is that buyers be asked to park in the Red Lion car park, with the Grove Rd 
gate only opened for a short time for sellers to drive in and out. This would have the additional 
benefit of creating another £50 worth of pitches as the staff car park would be available for 
pitches. It would also mean that once the gates were closed and locked, buyers can not try 
to ‘slip in’ while sellers are setting up. 
 
Sibohan has agreed to allow buyers to use the Red Lion car park as long as the event finishes 
by 12.30 at the latest. On this basis we would need to allow sellers in between 8.00am and 
9.00am, with buyers allowed in between 9.30 and 12.00. 
 
Part of the reason we can only open as many gates as we have volunteers for is that we need 
to warn buyers of the restrictions on smoking and dogs on site. Rob suggested that in the event 
we were short of volunteers again, we could open the gates but leave them unmanned, and 
instead patrol the playground enforcing this rule. 
 
The suggestion was made that instead of asking for donations, we could charge a fixed 
entrance fee, as is common at many car boots. 
 
 
If we go ahead with this change to arrangements, we will need new boards / signs stating that 
there is no parking on site and dogs and smoking are forbidden. We would also need new 
paperwork to reflect the changes. 
 



The proposition was made that we should only run another car boot on the proviso that we have 
enough volunteers - although the need for the license would mean we’d need to know we had 
enough volunteers 28 days in advance, which might be difficult. Rob felt it would be easier to 
work out a system for running the car boots where only a minimum number of volunteers was 
necessary. 
 
A provisional date for the next car boot of July 1st was agreed. 
 
Nicola and Rob will look at setting up a system for selling pitches using Google Docs, so that 
we could sell pitches ourselves to people who enquire but are unable to go into school but are 
happy to pay for their pitch by bank transfer. 
 
 
6. Playground Fund. Kate reported that there wasn’t much new to add but that Midlands Coop 
have indicated that if they did award us a grant they generally prefer to fund a specific item. 
We could allocate i.e. £5k to the Junior’s stage, but we would then have to decide if the £4k we 
have raised should go to the Infants in its entirety, or if it should still be split on the basis that 
people believed they were donating to both schools. 
 
The Infants have not yet indicated clearly what they would like for their playground, although the 
Pirate Ship is apparently almost beyond repair. 
 
 
7. Barn Dance. Lots of discussion of possibility of organising a barn dance, since reports are 
that we could make a large profit on a pay bar. 
 
Alcohol would be purchased on a sale or return basis, would need a Temporary Event Notice 
which takes ten days to organise. A caller would charge £100 for the night. Could charge 
between £6 and £8 per ticket depending on whether we provide a meal i.e. fish & chips, or just 
nibbles. Juniors have said we could use the new hall. Would need to consider if children could 
come, if so over what age, and how much their tickets would be. 
 
It was agreed that we would look for a suitable date in the Autumn Term. 
 
 
8. Deb Moseley has asked about the possibility of funding for Jubilee themed events, but since 
we haven’t yet had her request form, not sure how much. 
 
 
9. Kate said she would put a list of everything we’ve funded in the newsletter, to make it 
clear how the money raised is spent. Not sure that all parents realise that the PTA funds things 
such as the Inspire Workshops. 
 
 
10. Summer Fair - activities to include:

● Games
● Raffle (What prize? Kindle Touch? Is there a benefit to having books of 4 raffle tickets 

instead of 5, 25p each instead of 20p each)
● Tombolas - toys, bottles, sweets
● Donkeys (did this make any profit last year?)
● Bouncy Castle (Becky will contact the man who did it last year)



● Pimms (Kate will organise license)
● Food (Can Julia & Sush run this again?)
● Ice Cream (where is our freezer?)
● Temporary Tattoos (Karen will run this)
● School choir / orchestra (no response yet from Mr Gregory)
● Bassoon Choir
● Football / Beat-The-Teacher

 
Tony has suggested to Kate that each year group in the Juniors could be responsible for a 
different game or activity. 
 
It was agreed that this year we would not have: Stalls, meals for two, sweets
 
Layout - it worked well having the food in the Infants Hall last year as it was near all the 
activities. As food would be in the new hall this year, it was agreed to use the Juniors 
Playground for most activities, with the Astroturf used for the football games. The donkeys and 
bouncy castle could then be in the Infants Playgroud, with plenty of room for the donkeys.
 
Timings - after much discussion it was agreed the fair should run from 12 - 2.00pm.
 
 

Next Meeting - Wednesday 30th May, 8pm, Red Lion


